
11-7-19 Food Security Task Force Meeting AGENDA 
SLP Public Library: 3-5pm & 6-8pm 

 
TOPICS: 

● Past Meetings update & review: 
○ District Wellness Committee/Policy & City Food Action Plan 

■ 185 days no school or meal service 
○ Farm Camp, Greenhouse Cold Climate, Permaculture Design/Build 
○ Location options 
○ Outreach (Neighborhood gatherings, Block Captains, collaborate w Darius?) 

● Police BBQ SALADS & Food Distributions 
○ Police Pathways: Paid job training programs like TreeTrust? 

■ UMN Cohort Paid Hands-On Training ($13/hr) 
○ Block Captains sign up for intro to neighborhood gardening (jim vaughan) 

■ Add more affordable housing gardens through block captains 
■ Add fresh food distribution sites at affordable housing 

● Perspectives - Middle School Garden Interns & Garden Fresh/ Cooking Matters Classes 
● Farm Tours aimed at underserved populations to connect to nature and methods of 

food growing from urban to rural (lunches included) and separate tours for career 
explorers 

 
 
 
DATES: 

● 11/13/19 MOVIE 3-5,6-8: “WASTED: Food Waste” Lenox Little Theater 
 

● 11/18/19 School Board public address (3 min each: Victoria, Lynda, Sharon, Caleb) 
  

● 1/13/20 City Council receives Wilder Research Study on SLP Food Security 
  



11/7 meeting 
Attendance: Julie Rappaport via Skype, Ariel Steinman, Marilyn Klug, Ken Sysko, Lynda 
Enright, Ryan Bell, Zoe Frank 
 

- Meeting began with introductions: 
- Ken Sysko is the Community Outreach Officer, he knows SLP SEEDS through our 

participation in the BBQ & BBall events, and he has attended a few of our events 
- Lynda Enright’s passion is nutrition, she is a dietician and on the Wellness 

committee and Health in the Park (she brought our intern Victoria Martinez to the 
meeting that night)  

- Marilyn Klug is a resident who has been very supportive of SLP SEEDS for many 
years. She is on the public housing committee.  

- Ryan Bell heard of SLP SEEDS through an email, attended World Food Day and 
the meeting last week, will be attending our mushroom growing class on 
Saturday November 9th. 

- Zoe Frank is one of our interns from this year, she is a high school student, she 
learned about Urban Agriculture this year and has helped with design 
components 

- Conversation started with discussing the 185 days a year that kids are out of school 
and do not receive any food services, for students who are on free or reduced lunch (or 
need it but aren’t on it) that is a lot of days they could be going hungry. We talked about 
the possibility of expanding services to include more meal service. The state will 
reimburse programs that do that.  

- We talked about a farm camp or year-round greenhouse that SLP SEEDS could operate 
out of. The biggest barrier that SLP SEEDS is facing for more expansive programming 
is a brick and mortar location. Working out of the founders home with 10 interns was 
very difficult, and we want to expand more.  

- Discussion of the middle school came up again. Julie has been in some 
conversation with Kelleen O’brion & Darrell Young, and will have another meeting 
about the potential of turning the courtyard into a growing space next week. Ken 
was excited about this idea and talked about its proximity to Pennsylvania Park 
and that being a great place for community. He also mentioned that Officer 
Chante Ford will be the new School Resource Officer at the middle school 
starting August 2020, she ran the BBQ & BBall program at Ainsworth this last 
year.  

- Ryan mentioned that he heard something about us wanting to utilize the space at Sam’s 
Club 

- We talked about how Sam’s Club would be a dream spot, with the amount of 
space to turn into growing space, an already established kitchen, proximity to 
light rail and bike paths, potential for an orchard and low income housing, and so 
much more.  

- Ken mentioned that at an Elmwood block meeting that he was recently attending, 
Jack Sullivan, the Engineering Director for the city, said that because of the 



contamination on the land, Walmart is postponing the sale of the property even 
more. It is on a Superfund site from the EPA (SLP’s 3rd one?) 

- Marilyn brought the conversation to our interns and why do we think we had 10 this 
year vs other years? 

- We mentioned that last year we had 4 and in another previous year we had 8 but 4 
that were consistent. This year, all 10 were wonderful and consistent. Julie thinks 
that a big part of having more interns is the organization and Ariel being able to 
get out there more for recruitment. It is also very influenced by the continuing 
connections that SLP SEEDS has grown, teachers and faculty who have seen and 
experienced our services and therefore recommend more people. 

- We also have a 3 yr contract with Oak Park Village to teach how to care for that 
garden, and because of the work there last year, it inspired 3 middle school kids 
to participate in the internship this year.  

- We also spoke about the potential Farmer’s Market in SLP for 2020, we are 
working with the city to try and make this happen, and with it will come an even 
better opportunity for our interns for next year. We would have multiple tracks 
again, one being a food entrepreneurial internship, where the interns would learn 
what it takes to sell our produce at a market. Most people really loved the idea. 

- This brought the conversation back to the middle school kids.  
- Summer 2020, because the middle school will be under construction, the middle 

school will be housed at PSI, we have previously sent a teacher from PSI to the 
Schoolyard Garden Conference and are hoping that something could begin there 
this next year, middle school kids and staff could be involved, therefore be more 
involved in the planning of a Schoolyard garden and curriculum for the middle 
school for 2020.  

- We also discussed our potential partnership with Hopkins West Middle School, 
helping to create a gardening IB curriculum, which could help create the 
curriculum for SLP middle school. 

- Perspectives also does after-school programming, we discussed reaching out 
again about jr. interns from their program to learn from us and bring it back to the 
perspective gardens. 

- Ken let us know the Perspectives only runs a small portion of Louisiana Courts 
apartment complex, the other part is ran by Pride in People’s Living (PPL) - he wants to 
connect us with Leslie Sieberg with PPL. He mentioned that they have a community 
room that is rarely used and they could maybe use some positive programming in their 
facilities.  

- Neighborhood Associations 
- In previous meetings this topic was brought up to find better ways to get the 

word out about SEEDS and our services.  
- Most neighborhoods have a facebook group page - we should join those to get 

info about neighborhood events happening as well as let them know when we are 
doing things 



- Ken Sysko said they do a Block Captain meeting in Feb/March and another party 
in July-ish. He would be happy to give handouts out at their Feb/March meeting 
for each of the block captains 

- Marilyn is a part of the League of Women’s Voters and she mentioned that they 
have also been trying to get more people involved in neighborhood and city 
events 

- Ken Sysko mentioned that Tanya Warren & Marney Olson are the people in 
charge of the Public housing (multi family) in SLP, including Hamilton House. Oi 
Mattison is in charge of the single family housing rental properties, and we 
should get ahold of them to distribute information to their low-income 
households.  

- Ken Sysko also works with Katie Fitzhenry on the Multicultural Advisory 
Committee (MAC) and the New American Academy - the county decided to drop 
those programs but the Chief in SLP wanted to hold onto them so Ken and Katie 
took over their coordination. He said the next MAC meeting is next Wednesday 
and he would be happy to disseminate some information about our organization 
(make an informational sheet!) and discuss when we can come and present for 
them. He is also reaching out to the Wai Thai Buddhist Temple and bringing in 
more diversity to the group. 

- Ken Sysko also mentioned that Sean Walther was the person who organized the 
grocery food truck (Fare for All?) to come to Hamilton House 

- BBQ & BBall starts in May - need to get ahold of Officer Ford before then to coordinate 
- Chante will be the Middle School Resource Officer Chante Ford starting fall 2020 

for three years 
- Marilyn asked what SLP SEEDS is doing to be more sustainable  

- Every year is a new challenge, all we can do is keep working towards reaching 
new people, resigning contracts, getting people to recognize the importance of 
SEEDS, and keep fighting the good food fight. 

- Ken Sysko also mentioned that if we want to move into Park Nicollet or Methodist 
hospital that he might have a couple of contacts that he’d share with us when we 
decided to move in that direction.  

- Meeting adjourned 5:00pm 
 
 
 
 
Meeting #2 
Attendance: Julie Rappaport (via skype), Ariel Steinman, Laura McClendon, Lillian (from SLP 
Echo) 

- Meeting started with talking to Laura about SLP SEEDS mission and goals. The ultimate 
goals that we came up, as far as the school district goes are:  

- Non-school day food services 
- Nutrition and Cooking education in the schools 



- Culinary Arts/ FACS classes 
- Schoolyard Gardens  

 
- Through conversations Laura was surprised to learn that the middle school NOR high 

school offer any sort of Cooking or Sewing or Life Skills courses 
- We spoke about Health in the Park ad how the food section fell out of focus for HIP 
- Laura is a teacher at the Washington Technical Magnet school 
- Laura brought up racial equity and how the achievement gap is a huge situation for the 

minority community and it has become a black/brown/white issue, but that doesn’t 
include differences in religion or culture, we brought up also abilities. This year we had 
our first student in the deaf community, and that group is very underrepresented. We 
clarified that equity is all-inclusive, we want EVERYONE who is hungry to have the 
opportunity to benefit from our services no matter race, religion, gender, 
socio-economic stance, abilities, etc.  

- Something that came up a number of times as well were the people who are “just 
above” the poverty line, people who may not qualify for free or reduced lunch or other 
benefits but also can barely keep their families afloat - how to reach more of those 
people. 

- Laura said that she has heard concern from a number of parents about STEM and 
STEAM curriculum in the schools. Gardens, agriculture, culinary, design, engineering 
and so many other aspects of what we want to bring to the schools would fit within 
those standards and that is a great way to frame it to the schools. 

- Lillian interviewed Julie and Ariel for the SLP Echo newspaper after Laura left. She 
thinks the work we are doing is amazing and told us that Ms. Jennifer Magdal is the IB 
coordinator, and Mr. Bobby Otto is the National Honor Society Coordinator and they 
would both be good resources to reach out to in order to recruit more interns or to use 
for volunteer hours.  

- Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm 


